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Serial No. 10/685,047, Filed 10/14/03 

Amendments to the Specification : 

Please amend paragraph IS as follows: 
[0015] A fluid filter 10 is shown in Figure L The filter 10 shown is suitable for use as a vehicle 

oil filler, however, this invention may be used in any fluid filter application. The filter 10 
comprises a housing 12 including a can 14 with a retainer 16 secured to the open end 15 of the 
can 14. The housing 12 also includes a tapping plate IS typically arranged interiorly and 
adjacent to the retain e r 1 4 retainer 16 . 

Please amend paragraph 18 as follows: 
[0018] The filter 10 has an inlet side 32 on one side of the filter media 28 and an outlet side 34 

on the opposite side of the filter media 28. For the arrangement shown, the inlet side 32 
corresponds to the outside of the filter assembly 26. and the outlet side 34 corresponds to the 
inside or central opening of the filter media 28. The retainer 16 and tapping plate 18 include 
apertures 41 to permit fluid to flow from the mountinfi structure 22 supporting the filter 10 to the 
inlet side 32. During normal operation, the fluid flows through the filter media 28 to the central 
opening, which corresponds to the outlet side 34, to remove debris fix>m the fluid. Fluid then 
flows through the central opening and exits through the threaded hole 20 back through the 
mounting structure 22 supporting the filter ]0, However, it is to be imder^tood that the fluid 
flow may be other than described above depending upon the application and customer 
specifications. 
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Please amend paragraph 20 as follows: 
[0020] RefSerring to Figures 2 and 3, the retainer 16 may include an annular recess 42 or seat 

radially outward of the apertures for receiving the inventive gasket 44, The shape of the annular 
recess 42 and gasket 44 may be of any suitable shape, but is preferably circular from a top view. 
The gasket 44 provides a seal between a surface 46 of the mounting structure 22 and the filter 10, 
The gasket 44 includes a body 48 with a flap 50 extending inwardly and upwardly away from the 
j annular r ecess 42. The flap 50 may be proximate to the apertures 41. 

Please amend paragraph 23 as follows: 
[0023] The gasket 44 includes spaced apart upper 51 and lower 55 surfaces on the body 48. The 

upper and lower s urfaces 51, 55 lie in opposing planes. Another surface 57 adjoins the up per 
and lower s urfaces 51, 55. The flap 50 extends inwardly from the body 48 away from one of the 
opposing planes and the surface 57. The flap 50 extends beyond the other opposing plane in an 
uncompressed state, which is best shown in Figure 1- In a compressed state, which is best shown 
in Figure 3, ihe flap 50 may extend only slightly beyond the plane of the upper surface 51 or not 
at all. 
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